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 OF.THE . 


Preccedings againſt the 
Pyrates, & Cc: 


| Aptain George Cuſacke , ſometimes called 
Dixon, and at otiier times Smith, with ſe- 


veral.of his Confederates have been de- 
| rained above fix months Priſeners in the 
Marſbalſes in order te their Tryal, which ax laſt was 
| appointed to be on Thurſday ha ſeventh of Far. Ty- 
| . Rant, at Juſtice-Hall in the O4-Bayley, as a place 
| 'moſt convenient for that purpoſe ; Bur this Cap- 
- tain being ir ſeems conſcious of his own Merits, 
and apprehenſive of the danger , . on the Mund 
before inthe Night time broke Priſon, getti firk 
down a Chimney.into a lower Chaniber, and then | 
| by a rope into a Garden, and ſo'cleverly made his e- i 
{cape , and could not be heard of till this very Thurſ- 
day, juſt as the Court was going to ſit; at which time - 


diligent inquiry having been made all ways, and re- 
wards promiſed for his Diſcovery 3 News came that 
there was notice of him at a certain Houſe towards , 
the upper end of Holbourn , where immediately af- 
ter he was taken in bed with, a Woman, who was 
brought along with him forthwith to the Ola- Bayley, 
and was by ſome reporred te be his Siſter 3 The 0- 
ther priſoners were brought over the VV mer with. a 
Arong guard, As ' The 
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Court was 

fer and Terminey, and Goal-Dclivery , directed to 
Hongurable perſons of the Court of Admiralty , 
and ſeveral of his Majcſiies Juſtices of the 
Courts at weſtminiier, &c. A flilvet Oar was born be- 
fore the Judge of rhet Aimiraky, and three Anchors 
pur- up on a cloath above the Kings Arms , over 
the Bench. 


The Judge after the Commiſion read gave his 
charge to = grand Inqueſt tn an excellent Org- 
tion ,. acquainting them with his Majeſties righe of 
Soveraignity over the Britiſh Seas even to the ve- 
ry chores « his Neighbours ; that they have always 
been accounted the royal Chanibers of our Exgliſh 
Monarchs , whoſe Jurifdiion extends to punith 
all owgrages , violencies , and offences whatſoever 
committed thereupon by any perſons whether his 
Subje&s. or firangers upon Ships, perſons, or goods 


of our ewn Nation., er others in Amity with us ; 


Then he ſbewed the heiniouſneſs of the crime of 
Pyracy,that is was againftthe Law of Nations , de- 
firugive to commerce , and therefore particularly 
branded by our Engliſh Laws by being excepred our 
of the bencfic of Clergy, allowed in other caſes, devi- 
ding the offences he had to give them in charge as the 
ſubjets of cir enquiry at this time into Nin $ 4- 
gain(} the ſtature Law,and _ contrary toth- jf vs 
cuſtomes and uſages of the A 


miralty , on each of 


which he particularly calarged , and among other 
things declared the Ceremony of the Flag to be our 
Kings indubirable right,whereby al Ships whazſoever 
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in thoſe Seas are bound to ftrike to thoſe of his'Maje- 
{tics wherever they meet them,and that all thar.rcfuſe 
ſo to do are ſeverely puniſhable by the Laws and 'cu- 
ſtomes of the Admiralty, &c. ; 
Immediately after this,ſix priſoners were brought 
to the Bar:viz.George Cuſack william Coundon,Gerrard 
Stack. $:mon 7 arker, Henry Lotemwell, and YYVilliam Col- 
lI:ngwood; who were indicted for that on the third Day 
of July laſt paſt they Pyratically and feloniovſly did 
&r upon a Ship call'd the Robert near a place call'd the 
Fly on the Coaſt of Holland,and by another inditmenr 
that they had feloniouſly ſtoln ſeveral goods our of a- 
nother ſhip,whoſe names to the Jurors was unknown; 


. "To both theſe Indiments they pleaded not guilty : 


But upon the Evidence the caſe appeared to be in ef- 
fc& rhus-Cruſacke and others of his company, having a 
defiga to rob this ſhip,and underſtanding the Maſter 
wanted Seamen,ſet two of their Confederates to offer 
their fervice to him, where they were enterrained,and 
at laſt betray'd the (hip into his hands,.,which he car- 
ryed away, &c. The Captain ar firſtrook ſome excep- 
tion to the Jury not for any prejudice againſt any par- 
cicular men of them,but becauſe rhey were Citizens, 
who did not,he ſaid, underftand Marine affairs , and 
chat ir was neceflary Sea Captains and Maſters of 
ſhips ſhould have-been empannePd, upon which oca- 
fion he cryed out. VVe will be try'd my Lord by men 
of our own Trade, Which being under{tood in ano- 
cher ſence made not only the ,* udience,but his fellow 
Priſoners to laugh heartily ; Bur being over ruled in 
this, he next infifted on a GCommilſios. from the French 
King,which was read, bur wa: found to be dirc&cd 

a:other perſon ; but ke alledged it was his — 


(6) 

who had the grant of a Commiſſion at the fame time, 
- and that by miſtake the Commil$tons wene changed , 
and ſo his Kinſmans Commils:on ſent ro him from 
Calice to Lozdonwhete he paid a ſumm of money for 
itro the Frezch refident,and thar he not being able ro 
read. French coule not perceive the error,bur ated by 
ir,nor doubring bur it had been Iis own, and that this 
Ship che Robert was never made any tree (hip of E-g- 
land, but the owners were Dutch , and 11v'd in Rotter- 
dam,and that they hop'd thc Court would alle w ot his 
Commaisſion,zthe Court told him the Connfsion was 
nothing worth,for it it had tecn directed wo him(as ir 
was nor)there yet was no power gtven him thereby 
' to {cize ſhips of Z-21azd as this was proved to bezbe- 
fides they askt how he durſt rake a Comiſsion from” 
any forraign Prince dircCtly contrary to rhe late trea- 
ty and his Majeſties Proclamation. To which he reply- 
ed that his Cemmilſsion bore date before that procla- 
mation ; aud beſides infited that whereas by.the n- 
dictment he was charged with an offence committed 
Swp:r altum Hare upon the Sea,this Ship was taken in 
one of the Dutch ports, and 1s not appertaining tothe 
Jurifdition of the Engliſh Admiralty , but this the 
wirnelles rcfured proving ſhe was taken three Leagues 

our at Sea oft from the F'. - | 
This having taken up ſome time in debate, and all 
heard that the Prifoncrs could offer. Three more were 
brought ro the Bargviz, Michael Fitz- Gerrard, Morice 
Fg: z- Gerrar4,and Dante! C:kry, who together with the 
{ix others befor: named were afreſh indifted on Two. 
other indiftme nts for raking Pyratically a Ship called 
the Amladen wit! Teals from Norway,and man'd by 
Dazes the $tip valucd ar fix hundred pound the you 
© | ; - . (moſl 
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(moſt part of which belonged to Capr,'Sherter on the. 
Baxifide) reckoned inthe indiftment ar 3oo!, i They: 
took her on the 234, of Az:uſt lalt, on tiie Poggar- 
fards,and puting the men they tound on board her in- 
eo an 01d Fly-boat they had formerly taken, rurned . 
them adrift; who atrer much danger and hardfhip, 
gorathore rfeer Tarmouth , and now came in tor Evi- 
dence againlt them: as for the thip, theyhad told her 
at Aberdeen,tor-25 o!, To allthis the priſoners had licle 
to ſay-in excule, only the Caprain pleaded his Com- 
mifſion,and that he was informed ic was a Dutch thip 
that ſome of the owners lived-in Holland, &<. 

So-thit after ſome time, The Fury trought them All, 

(Except Morrice Fitz-Gcrrhard, ad Cokrys &- 
gaixſt whom there was no ſuffictent proof , ſo that 
they wire Cleared) In guilty,ſome upon 2 & 3,ſome 
(particularly the C apt.) upon all 4 of the afore re» 

, © ented Indifiments of Piracy and Robtery, 

This Mr. Cuſacke , appeared to be a'perſon of a 
clear courage, and good underſ'anding : he pleaded 
very welbtor his life, but-t:e matter was roo toul to 
be waſh't ofl with good words. * | 

There was likewiſe one Capt.. Dela: Mare of Giesi:s 
ſey, with fobz King , and William Kendal, trycd for 
robbing a Scotch ſhip called the Palm-iree off of 
Harwich , and itcaling ſeveral ſumms of Moncy and 
Goods, the Capt. thewed a Frezch Co.niniffion, aad ' 
that being at Sca in want of ſome Cordage and pro- 
viſion, he wenton board this ſhip, and rook ſome ne- 
ceſſarics, promiling to pay tor.themybur as far Moncy 
he knew nothing of 'it , bur roid the Mailer art that 
time whew-he complained , thar if he couh\l find'who 
bad ir, ir ſhould be reſtored. Hoivever , plain p:oob 
came in, that ſaw King take:it our of the Chelt, ls he 
enhly was found Guilty, and che other two {efBiiteds- -- 
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{pee Try ; oogiow ths Sore? 
-__ 4 reter waſ allas:d them, and a} 
them Ali 


3 Five Young men: 1h Indived far a 43 Bs. 
"Hoe on the a,of whichthe On 
felves g y, and were fined os a ow. 

cout having | withdraws | about an. bour, 

14. moſt 'graut wad: ' foltd 
the uature and ag gr evatians of 
them to prepare for Death, @'e, C 
a petition, wherein he begged bis 
recouming bis former ſervices, and ug b1 
fervice of bis Majeſttes' gallies- at: oe 5 "#i1l-by jr 

good demeanonr - ſervices be might 'off 
the wt of bis late ill aftiozs, fc: Moſs: of the 9+ 
thers preſented petitions alſo,defpring mercy and. fa 

: the court, who progeeded to geve 1 # 
gainſt C ain Culacke and the | 

. _ WINS 


